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	 Introduction 



The City of Greater Geelong (the City) is responsible for planning the Northern and Western Geelong Growth Areas that will ultimately be home to 110,000 new residents at full development. An important step in the planning process is to understand the existing ecological conditions on site. 

The City of Greater Geelong commissioned Ecology and Heritage Partners Pty Ltd to undertake detailed ecological investigations within two separate study areas identified as part of the Western Geelong Growth Area (WGGA) and the Northern Geelong Growth Area (NGGA). This area is the scope of the Strategic Assessment under part 10 of the EPBC Act. This report is the EHP Existing Ecological Conditions: Northern and Western Geelong Growth Areas – July 2021 (EHP Report) – refer to Attachment 1. 

This study included a review of literature, previous site assessments and field surveys by qualified ecologists between November 2019 and December 2020. Over 200 person days were spent surveying native vegetation, ecological communities and significant flora and fauna species.

In October 2021 the City provided an opportunity for those with land included within the EHP 2021 assessment area to supply further information for consideration in the development of the Part 10 strategic assessment. The City advised that while the EHP 2021 report has been broadly accepted by the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water and the Department of Environment Land Water and Planning, additional information may be submitted for consideration where landholders have concerns with mapping anomalies and/or assumptions.

Nine submissions were received from landowners during this process. An independent assessment of these reports was undertaken to inform whether the submitted information and data improves or strengthens the EHP 2021 findings (i.e. by addressing uncertainties, anomalies, inaccuracies or assumptions).

Submissions relating to changes in on-ground conditions (e.g. increased weed cover, altered land management practices etc.) or seasonal variability since the EHP 2021 surveys were not considered in the evaluation due to the volatile nature of grasslands.

The evaluation criteria were:
· Differences in mapping between landowner submissions and the EHP 2021 dataset, where landowner surveys were undertaken in the same season as EHP 2021. EHP undertook Vegetation Quality Assessment (VQA) surveys between November 2019 and January 2020.
· Where EHP has acknowledged that they were in error.
· Small scale refinements to address mapping anomalies and inaccuracies.

The following changes were accepted to inform the final project data set: 

1. EHP has acknowledged and field verified native vegetation mapping errors on the property at 450 Elcho Road, Lovely Banks. The dataset is updated to include the corrected mapping from EHP for this property. This sees a reduction in the native vegetation, no NTGVVP mapped and a reduction in the potential habitat for striped legless lizards. 

1. Small scale refinements for the project dataset for: 
1. 35 Staceys Road, Lovely Banks – the driveway will be excluded from the native vegetation habitat zone (0.1 ha) and the driveway, outbuildings and house will be removed from the GSM habitat (1.1 ha) 
1. 435 Elcho Road, Lovely Banks – the dam, house and driveway will be removed from the GSM habitat (0.3 ha) 
1. 480 – 530 Heales Road, Lovely Banks – treed area removed from GSM habitat (0.41ha) 
1. 460 Evans Road, Lovely Banks – house and treed area removed from GSM habitat (0.67ha) 
1. 350 Elcho Road, Lovely Banks – treed areas removed from GSM habitat (5.83ha) 

The revised maps are provided as Attachment 2. These maps supersede figures 2, 2a, 2b, 7 and 9a in the EHP report. 

Going forward this revised data set will be known as the ‘assessment dataset’. The spatial data is available for downloading from https://www.geelongdataexchange.com.au/pages/home/

The dataset will be used for:

· At the strategic scale to guide decision-making on the location and extent of native vegetation and fauna habitat that will be retained and removed as part of the future development of the precincts; 
· The preparation of the Plan and strategic impact assessment report under the EPBC Act; and 
· The preparation of native vegetation precinct plans for Elcho Road East and Creamery Road and any precinct structure plans that come on to the development program in 2023/24. 

The terms of reference for the Part 10 strategic assessment requires that we use the best available information to inform the project. The dataset, landowner reports and recent observations about condition and modelled data for unassessed areas will inform the strategic assessment. 

Future PSPs beyond the timeframes outlined above will be surveyed to inform native vegetation precinct plans. 

	  Summary of values 



Summary of the ecological values that occur within the assessed areas of the NWGGA 
	Species diversity 
	Moderate assemblage of plants and animals, with 84 flora species and 75 fauna species recorded during the ecological surveys


	Native vegetation 
	WGGA 
· 69.379 hectares of native vegetation represented by three EVCs: 
· Low Rainfall Plains Grassland (EVC 132_63) 41.479 hectares; 
· Creekline Grassy Woodland (EVC 68) 4.859 hectares; 
· Floodplain Riparian Woodland (EVC 56) 23.107 hectares; 
· 102 Large Trees in patches; 
· 2 Large Scattered River Red-gum Eucalyptus camaldulensis. 

NGGA 
· 148.26 hectares of remnant vegetation represented by one EVC and one DELWP modelled wetland: 
· Low Rainfall Plains Grassland (EVC 132_63) 146 hectares; 
· Current Wetlands (DELWP) 2.259 hectares. 
· Three Scattered Trees (one Large) Grey Box Eucalyptus microcarpa 


	Wetlands 
	
· The NGGA site is approximately 4.5 kilometres west of Limeburners Bay – a part of the Port Phillip Bay (Western Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar Site. 

· The Moorabool River system (western boundary of the WGGA) flows into Lake Connewarre - part of the Port Phillip Bay (Western Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar Site. 


	Significant ecological communities 
	
· A total of 15.9 hectares of the nationally significant ecological community Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain is present in the study area 
· A total of 129 hectares of the Western (Basalt) Plains Grassland Community is present in the study area (Figure 2) 


	Significant flora species 
	
· No nationally significant flora were recorded in the study area. 

· Assumed presence of Adamson’s Blown-grass Lachnagrostis adamsonii within suitable habitat adjacent to Cowies Creek in the WGGA. 

· One State significant flora was recorded within the study area: 
· Leafless Bluebush Maireana aphylla 


	Significant fauna species 

	· Known presence of three nationally significant fauna: 
· Confirmed presence of an important population of Growling Grass Frog along the Cowies Creek corridor; 
· 187.49 hectares of suitable habitat for Striped Legless Lizard within the NGGA; 
· 680 hectares of confirmed habitat for Golden Sun Moth within the NGGA. 
· Known presence of one State significant fauna: 
· Platypus Ornithorhynchus anatinus. 
· Known presence of two Regionally significant fauna: 
· Eastern Long-necked Turtle Chelodina longicollis; 
· Spotted Harrier Circus assimilis. 
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